
 Pangbourne Rectory  
St Joseph’s Day  

19th March 2020  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
I hope the current times are not making you feel too anxious. As we have been thinking in 
church in the past few weeks, Jesus often says - 'Don't be afraid' 'Do not worry'.  

We are having to adapt and change our patterns of living - often a cause of worry and not 
easy at the best of times, and these are not the best of times! But we have much to be 
thankful for - safe homes, good neighbours, contact with the outside world through 
technology, active government and highly skilled experts, as well as, and most importantly, 
the presence of God himself with us thanks to Jesus. Give thanks to God. 

If you have forgotten about Jesus telling us not to worry perhaps you can find some time 
to read Matthew's gospel and see the amazing things he did for people who lived in 
much more dangerous times than these. Let yourself be reminded to say the Lord's 
Prayer Daily. Travel through the gospel with Jesus towards Easter. If you prefer to listen, 
rather than read, David Suchet has recorded the bible in the version we use in church. 
Find it online  - https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLs0kYUO87ryQ58A2PZGnrHd4Ie1zFPzbn. 

End each day thinking of reasons to be thankful. And if you find that hard, as we all do 
sometimes, ask God to forgive your anxieties and help you by his Holy Spirit giving you 
peace within.   

Share your concerns if you would like others to join you in prayer. St James will stay open 
during the day and you can write a prayer, light a candle, have some quiet time to yourself. 
And if others are there when you are as you observe the social distances, or if you have to 
stay at home at the moment, know the comfort that comes from being part of a worldwide 
praying community. Email your prayer request to us.     

We are growing our prayer chain so please do send us your concerns. Ask Vanessa to add 
your name so you can pray with and for others - simply the best use of your time if you 
are confined to quarters.  

Join together in Worship 

Although we cannot meet for worship in our buildings for the present we will keep in 
touch by email and through our websites.  

Encourage your friends and neighbours to send their contact details to the church office 
too, so that they can join in.  

 Join Archbishop Justin on the BBC this Sunday. The Archbishop of Canterbury will lead a 
national broadcast on Sunday 22nd March, BBC radio at 8am.  

Continue with our Lent challenge Care for Creation.  



Get to know the Oxford Diocese website.   

Diocese of Oxford 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org 
Follow Bishop Steven's podcast  

There are a range of Christian resources already available on the Church of England 
website  www.churchofengland.org 

• #LiveLent: Care for God's Creation - the Church of England's Lent campaign for 2020. 
With weekly themes shaped around the first Genesis account of creation, it explores 
the urgent need for humans to value and protect the abundance God has created. This 
daily audio content is available via the app and daily emails. Sign up for free. 

• The BBC's Daily Service and Sunday Worship - radio programmes will be using some 
of the themes from #LiveLent as part of their broadcasts. 

• Prayer for the day - each day the Church of England publishes audio and text of the 
Prayer for the Day. 

• Smart speakers – daily prayer and #LiveLent audio content can be accessed via our 
smart speaker apps. 

• Live streaming services - users can watch live streams of services from a range of 
churches and we will be improving AChurchNearYou.com in the days ahead to make 
this clearer.  

 
If you want to think more about your own Christian Faith the pilgrim course is a great 
place to start and you can watch the videos on YouTube as well as order the books.  
 
There are lots of ways we can continue to let our faith in Jesus Christ encourage and 
protect us during difficult times, and if you need to share your thoughts, or ask for prayer 
or volunteer help phone 0118 984 2928  
 
You are all in my thoughts and prayers,  
 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you, now and always,  
 
with love from Reverend Heather   
 
 
 


