
PTS Lockdown Letter 10th July 2020             From the Rectory  

 

Dear Friends,  

This Sunday we welcome Jen Green, our very own Oxford 

ordinand in training for ministry, to talk to us in our Sunday 

at Ten Zoom worship service. The theme is the Parable of 

the Sower from the gospel of Matthew chapter 13. 

 

We will continue to Zoom our PTS services in July and the PCC will be making plans for September 

when they meet this coming week. I can tell you that I will be celebrating an early Holy Communion 

service in St James on Sunday July 26th. Please contact Vanessa if you wish to be in the congregation 

for this. admin.ptschurches@gmail.com           We will also have our 10am Zoom that day too.  

During lockdown you have seen many pictures of plants in the rectory garden - not so this week - 

see below!  

 

On August 2nd our service will be an Act of Thanksgiving in the Rectory Garden at 3pm, 

weather permitting, with tea and cake to follow (using disposable paper cups). There will be some 

suitably distanced chairs put out but please bring your own garden chair or picnic rug if you wish to.  

During July the Diocese will continue to provide the Church at Home service. Take a look on 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19-2/livestream/                                      
August will be a holiday month while those who have worked flat out to provide connections during 
the Covid-19 pandemic take some well-earned rest.  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

The Collect for 5th Sunday of Trinity 

Almighty God,                                                    

send down upon your Church the 

riches of your Spirit, and kindle in all 

who minister the gospel your 

countless gifts of grace;                                 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
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Diocese News 

Please do stay connected with wider church through Bishop 

Steven’s blog and other diocesan resources. 

 New: Sermons available during August 

The Bishops will be recording a sermon for parish/benefice use on 

each of the five Sundays of August. Details on the website and we 

will post links to the films two weeks ahead of each Sunday. 

There have been reported incidences of ‘Zoom bombing’ – where trouble makers access the meeting 

and cause disruption ☹. We love to have new folk with us but please only send the invitation to 

join our service on to members of your family or good friends and do not publish it publicly. We may 

need to use the ‘waiting room’ facility at the start of our meeting. Don’t worry if you are asked to 

wait – you will be let in as soon as possible. Don’t forget to come in with your microphone on mute.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Deanery News 

I am very pleased to announce that Reverend David Archer (St Mary, Purley) will be the new 

Bradfield Deanery Area Dean. I expect he will be working closely with you during the vacancy as will 

Rhodri Bowen the Parish Development Officer. I have very much enjoyed my years as Area Dean in 

your deanery that reaches from Reading to Newbury, meeting our neighbouring brothers and sisters 

in Christ and visiting some very lovely churches in West Berkshire. It has been a privilege to work 

with Chris Newman, the lay chair, whom some of you know well from his time in our parish, and the 

rest of the very able team who connect us to the wider church and help resource our membership of 

the Church of England.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Find out more here on the website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you on Sunday morning. If you don’t or won’t Zoom please do 

keep in touch in other ways,  

with love and prayers, Revd Heather  

Part of being a contemplative church will be to reflect carefully on lessons learned and next steps. A new 

tool, prepared by Revd Paul Cowan, Chaplain to Bishop Steven, is designed to help parishes reflect, 

discern and plan for the future 
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