
 

Firstly we are delighted to report that school has remained open to all pupils since the start of the 

school year. We have had some staff and pupils absent while awaiting test results but we haven’t had to 

close any bubbles and the staff have done a sterling job covering each other and ensuring all classes  

continue as normally as possible. 

Year 6 pupils had two days of Bikeability training with a coach 

from West Berkshire Council. They learned how to ride their 

bikes safely and confidently on the road; this means that when 

they move to secondary school they may be able to travel 

there independently. 

Sadly, we couldn’t hold our usual Harvest Festival in church but 

we did team up with the congregation from St Mark’s to collect 

donations for CIRDIC. We still aren’t able to have whole school 

assemblies so we continue to have daily acts of worship 

online…some of our House Captains are now helping Mrs Latimer to prepare these. 

Year 1 and 2 visited Englefield's 5 a Day Market Garden. They worked with Donna and Ellie to learn how 

to look after our world in some very simple ways. They made bird feeders, wormeries and learned what 

is in compost by playing a worm game.  

We held two Open Days for prospective new parents; these 

were carried out in a Covid-secure manner in our school hall. 

We were delighted to welcome these parents to our school 

and hope we were able to show them enough to reassure 

them that our school is the right choice for them. 

Unfortunately these meetings can’t take place in the current 

Lockdown so we have now moved to online meetings. 

Anyone interested in one of these meetings should contact 

the school office. 

Our Year 5 pupils were due to spend 3 days at Rushall Farm to develop their 

self-confidence, their leadership skills and to strengthen their support for 

each other. Sadly this had to be postponed until January but we hope we 

will then be able to enjoy some crisp, winter days in the woods. 

One thing we have noticed is that we are all feeling a little jaded as we don’t 

have the usual things to look forward to. For this reason, we are making sure 

we plan in some fun activities to keep us all going. One of these events was 

Children in Need Day. Everyone came into school in ‘Wacky wear’ and we 

sold Pudsey merchandise which was very popular; all of the children either 

made or decorated a spotty 

biscuit or cake. Our House Captains 

organised socially-distanced 

House races on the school field; it was 

so lovely to see the youngest pupils 

finally meeting the House Captains 

and the rest of their House group.  
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We are delighted that the refurbishment of the Englefield Village Hall is now complete. It is so much 

nicer to look out onto this attractive building rather than the building site that we had for a year. We 

were grateful to Edward and Duncan from the Englefield Estate who, throughout this period, worked 

closely with us to minimise disruption. Our school community worked around the issues well and we are 

now looking forward to making good use of the ‘new’ building along with our other community 

neighbours. 

We are currently planning for Christmas and are hoping to keep it a truly spiritual and enjoyable time of 

the year. This year it will be different but we will do our best to keep it special. 

  

 


